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WE’RE MOVING!!
Open House and State of the Party Address Announced
The Allen County Democratic Party is moving!   

The ACDP is proud and thrilled to announce a new location for Party Headquarters at 7301 Old Decatur Road, Fort Wayne.

Deteriorating conditions of our current location along with an opportunity to occupy a wonderful and efficient new space prompted this decision.  We are very excited that our new space is next door to our union friends from the Bricklayers Local 4 in this newly refurbished space.  It is a great location designed to meet our specific needs with room for phone banking, volunteers, meetings and special events.  


Our annual State of the Party Address will be held on HQ opening day—March 12, 2011 and will be followed by an open house.  Everyone is invited. 

Please join us to celebrate this monumental move and to hear plans for our Party as we move forward into this important 2011 election year.   

The new HQ, at 7301 Old Decatur Rd is located just south of the intersection of Old Decatur Rd and Tillman Rd—across from Tall Oaks Apts and just behind the Kmart Plaza South.  

The ACDP thanks the many supporters who made this exciting move forward possible! 

DEMOCRATS MAKE 
CANDIDACY   ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fort Wayne 6th District City Councilperson Glynn Hines was the first Democrat to announce his 2011 campaign.  His exciting announcement was made January 10 in conjunction with a Martin Luther King event at the Grand Wayne Center.  Councilman Hines is the longest serving elected official on the current city council, holding this seat since 1999.     

Fort Wayne 2nd District City Councilperson Karen Goldner hosted her announcement in the heart of her district, at the Firefly Coffee House, on Jan. 13th.  Councilperson Goldner is seeking her second term.  

On January 31st, there was an exciting dual announcement made at Bergstaff Place—the site of Tom Henry’s 2007 election announcement.  Both Mayor Henry and City Clerk Sandy Kennedy announced they will seek to continue their service to the community through the Party’s nominations.  

We wish these candidates well, look forward to continuing to support them and anticipate more exciting announcements soon..  
Stat tuned!    [image: image1.wmf]
2011 MUCICIPAL ELECTION YEAR IS UPON US! 
List of Dem Offices on the 2011 Ballot 

FORT WAYNE - Mayor
FORT WAYNE – City Clerk 

FORT WAYNE-City Council, At Large 

FORT WAYNE-City Council, At Large 

FORT WAYNE-City Council, At Large 

FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 1
FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 2
FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 3

FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 4

FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 5

FORT WAYNE – City Council, District 6

NEW HAVEN-Mayor
NEW HAVEN-City Clerk Treasurer 
NEW HAVEN–City Court Judge 
NEW HAVEN-City Council, At Large
NEW HAVEN-City Council, At Large
NEW HAVEN-City Council, Dist. 1

NEW HAVEN-City Council, Dist. 2
NEW HAVEN-City Council, Dist. 3
NEW HAVEN-City Council, Dist. 4

NEW HAVEN-City Council, Dist. 5

GRABILL-Town Clerk Treasurer 

GRABILL–Town Council Member 
GRABILL–Town Council Member 
LEO/CEDARVILLE-Town Clerk Treasurer 

LEO/CEDARVILLE- Town Council Member
LEO/CEDARVILLE- Town Council Member
MONROEVILLE- Town Clerk Treasurer
MONROEVILLE- Town Council, Dist. 1
MONROEVILLE- Town Council, Dist. 2

MONROEVILLE- Town Council, Dist. 3

MONROEVILLE- Town Council, Dist. 4

MONROEVILLE- Town Council, Dist. 5

WOODBURN-Mayor

WOODBURN-City Clerk Treasurer
WOODBURN–City Council At Large 
WOODBURN–City Council, Dist.1

WOODBURN-City Council, Dist. 2

WOODBURN–City Council, Dist. 3

WOODBURN–City Council, Dist. 4 
THE FILING DEADLINE FOR ALL OFFICES IS NOON, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2011!
VISTING VIEWPOINTS 
Karen Goldner, City Council Second District, is our guest columnist this month. 
“What have you done for me lately?”
Nearly twelve years of Democratic leadership in Fort Wayne city government has accomplished a lot.  Sometimes we take those accomplishments for granted.  In an election year, we shouldn’t!  Here are a few of the recent high points:

1. Legacy Fort Wayne:  after several years of negotiations with I&M – during which time some Republicans urged Mayor Henry to stop fighting for a fair settlement to the City Light Lease – we have a $70 million “inheritance” that our community can now decide how to use.  What other cities are having this discussion?  The discussion in most cities is how to cut important services or raise taxes.  But in Fort Wayne, thanks to Mayor Henry’s work to protect Mayor Lebamoff’s legacy, our far sighted Democratic mayors have provided us a real resource for our city’s future.

2. 911 Merger:  for years, the separate city and county 911 centers seemed like the weather:  everyone talked about it but no one was able to do anything.  In 2009 and 2010, however, we were able to accomplish the merger.  This will result in improved public safety and allow us to better control costs in the future.  Despite bipartisan support from both City and County Councils, the merger would not have happened without leadership from Mayor Henry. 

3. Basic services – the kind that we all expect – are delivered well and cost effectively.  An example of this is our new solid waste contract, which has reduced fees while increasing recycling services. 
4. A balanced city budget with reduced local taxes:  Local tax revenue (property and income) has declined by 3.6% since 2007 – even while our city’s population has increased by 34%, along with a 38% increase in Fort Wayne’s geographic size.  We have a cash reserve (like a savings account) that is roughly twice what the financial markets require us to have. 
5. “Buy Local” provides a leg up for local businesses in competing for city government contracts.  Everybody talks about helping local businesses – it was Democrats in City government who actually are getting it done.        [image: image2.wmf]
6.  SmartGov is an on-line initiative to make local government more transparent.  You can see the city’s checkbook on-line, and perhaps even more important you can register your ideas for important community projects.

7. Harrison Square:  Parkview Field has been widely recognized as a wonderful attraction and a success in drawing people downtown.  The last leg of the stool, the residential/commercial building called The Harrison, will be built in 2011 – delayed largely by an unprecedented turmoil in financial markets.  Mayor Henry’s leadership has been critical in obtaining financing for the downtown Marriott Courtyard, as well as staying the course in pushing The Harrison forward.

I am proud to have been a Democratic member of City Council and to have worked with Mayor Henry, Clerk Kennedy, and Councilmen Hines, Pape and Shoaff on these issues.  We have a great record of success and now we need to make sure that Fort Wayne voters know it.

Blakeman’s Take
Rachel Blakeman 
Welcome! I am honored to be one of the new ACDP newsletter columnists. I think our party has some great things on the horizon, and I look forward to being part of this adventure to elect quality and qualified candidates at the local, state and national levels and stand up for our public policy objectives of making sure every person has access to the American dreams of a good education, a good job, a safe community, and ultimately a rewarding life with that opportunity available to everyone who seizes it. 
I think it’s important to share some background about myself to help you understand my perspective and where I am coming from. I have called Fort Wayne and Allen County home since I moved here after college in 1999. Currently I am a first-year law student at Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis, but I look forward to coming back to northeast Indiana during breaks and after graduation.  Before leaving for law school last year, I had the honor and privilege to work for Mayor Tom Henry as a public information officer in his office. I saw first hand the good work happening in the Mayor’s office and the City administration to make Fort Wayne a place to attract and retain talent through big and small efforts.  I look forward to volunteering my time to get the Democratic ticket into office for another four years of working for all Fort Wayne residents. 
Speaking of elections and party affiliation, let’s be honest for a moment. It’s rare to find anyone in Allen County who is a Democrat out of convenience. Some of our candidates start out at a disadvantage in their Republican-leaning or Republican-dominated districts, but they are committed to our party’s principles. However, these difficult races can be won but only with lots of connection and outreach to voters through plenty of work from the candidates and you. The candidates are the ones who are in the spotlight, and rightfully so, but those of us who are knocking on doors, volunteering in phone banks, delivering yard signs, writing letters to the editor, posting links on Facebook are an important part of the process. We can’t let our perceived or real numerical disadvantage of party affiliation be an excuse.  Elections are decided by the people who go to the polls, not by the people who talk the loudest.
Not every voter can meet the candidates on their ballots, however I am going to bet that if you are reading this column, you have met or know some if not all the Democrats running for office in 2011. We have a responsibility to talk to our neighbors, co-workers, family, friends (online and otherwise)and let them know why we are supporting these candidates and what good things they are going to do for Fort Wayne, New Haven, Woodburn and beyond, but only if they get elected. 

I often think of municipal elections as the warm-up act to next year’s presidential and governor’s races. And like most things, you only get better with practice. 
Let’s get out there, [image: image3.wmf] 
connect with voters, stand for our principles of opening doors for all, not just the connected elite. We have seen it work in the past (2007 and 2008 come to mind), but we can’t rely on past successes to bring victory in the future. I will be doing my part to help Democrats get elected in 2011 and 2012. I hope you will join me. There’s plenty of work to be done.   
Democratic National Committee 

 in Honor of Black History Month

In recognition of Black History Month, DNC Chairman Tim Kaine and DNC Black Caucus Chairwoman Virgie M. Rollins released the following statements.

DNC Chairman Tim Kaine said:
“Today, we begin our celebration of Black History Month.  This month, we as a country honor the countless contributions that African Americans have made to the fabric of American life and culture.  As we consider the many accomplishments of African Americans, we can also reflect on the progress that our country has made toward ensuring all Americans have the right and ability to fully participate in American life.  Less than 50 years ago African Americans were relegated to segregated bathrooms and water fountains.  Today, African Americans are leaders in every sector of American society, and our country is continuing the difficult work of righting past wrongs – as with the legislation passed last December that provides funding for the USDA to rectify past cases of discrimination against black farmers – and lay the foundation for a just and equal future.
“The contributions of African Americans from Fredrick Douglass, W.E.B. Dubois and Booker T. Washington to George Washington Carver, Dorothy Height, Thurgood Marshall, Sojourner Truth, Howard Thurman and Dr. King, among others, are immeasurable.  From science to academia to business and civil service to military duty, African Americans’ achievements and contributions are critical to our national identity and American success.
DNC Black Caucus Chairwoman Virgie M. Rollins said:
“We celebrate the beginning of Black History Month by reflecting on the achievements and contributions of African Americans to the American way of life.  African Americans are an integral part of our country and our citizenry.

“America’s ongoing effort to achieve a more perfect union requires its citizens to strive for justice and equality for all.  The Democratic Party has taken that effort to heart, and we continue to be at the forefront of the effort to guarantee social and economic justice for every American, to guarantee that every voice is heard and every vote is counted, and to promote the richness of diversity in our nation.  Our party this month reiterates its commitment to ensuring that African Americans and Americans of all backgrounds have the chance to pursue the American Dream.”
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GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
2012 Indiana Democratic
 State Convention
 Dan Parker on  Indems.org 12/17/2010

I wanted to share some exciting news that came out of last weekend’s State Central Committee meeting about the 2012 convention. After extensive discussion and debate, our Committee voted to hold the  Democratic State Convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana on June 15th and 16th, 2012.  

 This decision represents a significant commitment from our Party to reach out to Democrats across our great state. By selecting Fort Wayne as the location of our convention we are making a significant investment in North East Indiana for the 2012 election and into the future.  

The decision to move our biannual party gathering was due in no small part to the efforts of Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry, 3rd district chair Carmen Darland and Party Secretary Sofia Rodriguez-Mirwaldt.  Their tireless work to organize a successful bid with the city of Fort Wayne and lobby Democrats across the state about the benefits of holding the convention in Fort Wayne should not be understated.    

While the convention is still a long ways off, we are excited to make this convention a draw for Democrats across the state.  In addition to the traditional party business that will be conducted during the state convention we are also planning activities and events that will highlight the great attributes of the state’s second largest city, Fort Wayne.  I am very excited about the new direction that we have chosen to take our convention and know that it will be an event not to be missed.    

Stay tuned for more information as the process moves forward and we begin planning the exciting 2012 convention. Down the road we will announce the launch of a Fort Wayne 2012 website that will be updated regularly with new information.
   .   DEM Calendar Reminders   .


FEBRUARY
· ACDP Breakfast Club Meeting: 
February 12, Speaker 6th District Councilman Glynn Hines. 
@ Dem HQ-1920 Bluffton Road, Fort Wayne.  Coffee/Donuts 8:30, program at 9:00. 
· ACDP Luncheon Club-Feb. 23rd, Guest Speaker, Kevin Knuth.  11:30. @VFW Jim Eby Post #857 at 2202 West Main (at Leesburg Rd) Officer Elections! Nominations will be accepted from the floor. Dues $5/yr-everyone is welcome! 
· Third District Democrats Breakfast-Feb. 26, 8:30am @ Brevins Restaurant, Churubusco, $5 at the door, breakfast on your own.  Featured Speaker, updates, info on Indiana’s Third District. 

MARCH
· ACDP Breakfast Club Meeting: 

March 12, STATE OF THE PARTY ADDRESS AND OPEN HOUSE AT NEW HEADQUARTERS!  

@ Dem HQ-7301 Old Decatur Road.   Coffee/Donuts 8:30, program at 9:00. Open House to follow. 

· ACDP Luncheon Club- March 23rd. Guest Speaker TBA. 11:30. @VFW Jim Eby Post #857 at 2202 West Main (at Leesburg Rd) Dues $5/yr-everyone is welcome! 

· Third District Democrats Breakfast-March. 26, 8:30am @ Brevins Restaurant, Churubusco. $5 at the door, breakfast on your own.  Featured Speaker, updates, info on Indiana’s Third District

· ACDP Women’s Club-Will meet on March 30th at the new HQ location, @7301 Old Decatur Rd.  Meeting begins at 5:30 at Dem HQ, 1920 Bluffton Rd. Dues are just $5/yr and everyone is welcome. 
APRIL

· ACDP Breakfast Club Meeting: 

April 9, Speaker 6th District Speaker TBA. @ Dem HQ-7301 Old Decatur Rd, Fort Wayne.  Coffee/Donuts 8:30, program at 9:00. 

· ACDP Luncheon Club-April 27, Guest Speaker, TBA.  11:30. @VFW Jim Eby Post #857 at 2202 West Main (at Leesburg Rd) .  Dues $5/yr-everyone is welcome! 

· [image: image5.wmf]Third District Democrats DINNER-

 APRIL 30TH.  MARK YOUR  
CALENDARS NOW!
INDIANA’S THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT PRESENTS….
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[image: image7.png]Saturday Night, April 30th
Eagle Glen / Eagle’s Nest Event Center, 125 Eagle Glen Trail, Columbia City, Indiana
Social Hour at 6 p.m.
Dinner at 7 p.m.
This event is always a full house, so please get your tickets early. Be a part of our 25th year!

Tickets are $35 each. Sponsorships range from $30 to $1,000.

Buy your tickets and sponsorships online at www.indems3.org.
Or
Send checks payable to “Third District Democrats™ to 4129 Winterfield Run, Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Paid for and authorized by the Third District Breakfast Club, Carmen Darland, Chair, Not authorized by any candidate or candidate commit-
tee. Contributions are not tax deductible and will be used ir, connection with federal elections and are subject to the imitations and prohibi-
tions of the FEC. Corporate and Labor Union donations will be deposited in the stats election account.
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